
Sir or Ma'am, 
 
In accordance with the notice of the Town of Milton Zoning Board of Appeals meeting regarding the 
Milton Solar Farm, I am providing the following comments in writing prior to 5:00pm on February 23, 
2022.  I appreciate your consideration of the following concerns. 
 
Concern #1: Detriment to Surrounding Neighbors 
 
The area variance application authored by Atlas Renewables for the Milton Solar Farm states that there 
is, "No Detriment to Surrounding Neighborhoods".  However, this is not true.  Other than a discussion 
about the impact of the variance, specifically, on surrounding neighbors, there is no mention in any of 
the documentation assessing the impact of the project on adjacent properties.   
 
a. Inadequate Setback:  For the residences on the east side of the property, the setback from the 
property line to the proposed 7-foot tall chain-link fence is less than 100 feet.  In contrast, the Active 
Solar Development, LLC solar farm project proposal at 781 Route 29 (also in the Town of Milton) 
specifically discusses the impact of the entirety of the project, not just requested variances, will have on 
adjacent properties.  This proposal states, "The visibility of the array is not anticipated to have a 

negative impact on adjacent properties. Please see the aerial plan included with this submission 
that depicts the array in relation to the surrounding properties. The closest residences to the 
south of the array are approximately 415 feet away from the array (~322’ from the property line). 
A wooded area is situated between the array and the residences. The array is approximately 
630’ away from the closest structure on the property located east of the project site. The 
properties to the north and west are all wooded."  This project has a setback that is over three 
times the setback afforded the residential property owners for the Milton Solar Farm.  It should 
be noted that a larger setback along the east side of the project will impact a relatively small 
portion of the overall perimeter of the project since its dimensions along the north-south 
boundary are considerably smaller than the east-west dimensions.  The setback from the 
fenceline and solar array should be increased to match the same dimensions found acceptable 
for the solar farm at 781 Route 29.  A failure to increase the currently planned setback will result 
in a negative impact on the enjoyment of the backyards of the residences impacted due to the 
"prison like" feel of a tall chain-link fence less than 100 feet from the property boundary and will 
have a corresponding negative impact on property values.  
 
b. Adjacent Property Drainage: As can be seen from the plot map and description of the property, there 
are considerable wetlands present.  Additionally, those areas adjacent to these wetlands have relatively 
poor drainage that often results in standing water on the land of the residences to the east of the site 
throughout the Spring season.  The actions to level the site and resulting topography changes are likely 
to have a negative impact on drainage at the border between the solar farm and properties on 
its eastern border.  This concern could also be easily abated by increasing the setback between the 
fenceline/solar array and the residential properties. 
 
Concern #2: Environmental Impact 
 
As discussed within the variance application, the property in question is inhabited by a large amount of 
wildlife.  In fact, a deer run exists within the property that runs along the eastern side of the property 
that is frequented multiple times a day by the local deer population.  The construction of a chain-link 
fence around the project will inevitably disrupt this path and the daily patterns of the deer.  This impact 
is not assessed in the proposal and will result in the deer population needing to find alternate routes, 



likely resulting in further road crossings within local neighborhoods and potentially Route 29 where 
vehicles travel at high speeds. 
 
To be clear, I am not against the Solar Farm Project in general, but have serious concerns about the 
negative impact this project, based primarily on the inadequate setback, will have on the lives of my 
family and me.  I am prepared to consider legal action, if necessary, to ensure these concerns are 
properly addressed but truly hope that won't be necessary.  I appreciate your consideration of these 
concerns and hope they can be addressed while permitting a viable plan for the Milton Solar Farm to 
proceed.  In short, I am requesting a setback consistent with the previously approved 781 Route 29 solar 
farm (~322’ from the property line) be implemented for adjacent residential properties to address 

these concerns. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Matthew Hauser 
932 MacArthur Drive 
Ballston Spa, NY 12020 
 
 


